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Mr. Doug Sherwood
Hanford Project Manager
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
712 Swift Boulevard, Suite S
Richland, Washington 99362

Mr. Mikh Wilson, Manager
Nuclear Waste Program
State of Washington
Department of Ecology
P.O. Box 47600
Olympia, Washington 98504-7600

-77

&

Dear Messrs. Sherwood and Wilson:

STATUS REPORT ON INACTIVE MISCELLANEOUS UNDERGROUND STORAGE TANKS

Sixty inactive miscellaneous underground storage tanks (IMUST) throughout the
200 Area on the Hanford Site were identified in Occurrence Report
RL--WHC-TANKFARM-1995-0008, "potential Environmental Regulatory Dericiency:
Abandoned Miscellaneous Underground Storage Tanks," dated January 23, 1995.
In February 1995, RL provided you preliminary information, best known at the
time. The purpose of this correspondence is to update that preliminary
information, and to provide to you the initial U.S. Department of Energy,
Richland Operations Office (RL) programatic responsibilities that have been
assigned for management of the various tanks.

As background, the IMUSTs were used as catch tanks, neutralization or settling
tanks, uranium recovery, or waste handling tanks associated with the single-
shell tank system or directly supporting a facility, and most have been
inactive for more than twenty years. The tanks range in size from 950 to
50,000 gallons. Many were pumped to remove as much liquid as practical.
During the mid-1980s. the tanks were Included in an interim project to isolate
the tanks (all inlet and outlet connections were sealed). The total capacity
of the TMUSTs is less than one percent of the total waste tank volume at the
Hanford Site. The IMUSTs are fenced and posted to control access-
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The IMUSTs are listed on the enclosed table. In many cases, available
information is limited. Some of the IMUSTs have been emptied. Tank volume
information for those that still contain waste is provided on the enclosed
table and was gathered from historical information. The waste in the IMUSTs
is. similar in composition to the waste in the single-shell tanks.

The relative risks associated with the wastes in these tanks has been
evaluated based on available historical procossinq and operational data, and
summarized for 50 of the tanks in a USDOE report in September 1994 ("Safety
Issue Resolution Strategy Plan for Inactive Miscllaneuous Underground Storage
Tanks," WHC-EP-0775). Sampling and analysis is planned during fiscal year
1995 on a representative tank to evaluate the risk posed by these tanks. The
potential safety issues associated with the tanks are expected to be
comparable to single-shell waste tank safety issues; however, because they are

much Imaller, the risk is proportionally lower. The priority of addressing
the IMUSTs should not impact major commitments associated with the double and
single shell tanks unless an IMUST is identified as having a legitimate safety
concern.

These tanks are included In the Waste Information Data System (WIDS), which is
the authority file for the Hanford Federal Facility Agreement and Consent
Order (Tri-Party Agreement). Some of the IMUSTs that are located within
vaults are included in the description of the vault in WIDS, and not as
separate entries. The vaults associated with these tanks are identified on
the enclosed table.

The majority of the tanks are located in an operable unit that has either a
Resource Conservation and Recovery Act or a Comprehensive Environmental
Response, Compensation and Liability Act past-practice designation.
Therefore, unless a significant safety risk is Identified for a specific
IMUST, these tanks will be managed as past-practice units until closure of the
operable unit. Closure will be consistent with the closure protocol required
for the associated operable unit. Those tanks that are Identified as
treatment, storage, 'or disposal units are managed and will be closed in
accordance with Washington Administrative Code 173-303. As indicated
previously. RL programatic responsibilities have been tentatively Identified
in the enclosed Table; however, these may change slightly as more information
becomes available.

10003



UQ/Ou/VQ 11;1V n J04

Messrs. Sherwood and Wilson -3- M
95-PCA-335

As discussed with Mr. a. T. Tebb, of the State of Washington Department of
Ecology, on February 14, 1995, efforts continue to identify similar tanks
outside of the 200 Areas of the Hanford Site, as well as any additional tanks
within the 200 Areas. As tanks are discovered, they will be placed in WIDS
and evaluated for safety and environmental risk considerations. Pragrammatic
responsibilities will be defined to onsure appropriate management strategies
are identified.

Should you require additional information, please contact Mr. F. R. Miera of
my staff on 37a-7589.

Sincerely,

James E. Rasmussen, Division Director
EAP:FRM Environmental Assurance, Permits,

and Policy Division

Enclosure

cc w/encl:
G. T. Tebb, Ecology
W. T. Dixon, WHC
E. M. Greager, WHC
R. Jim, YIN
D. Powaukee, NPT
J. Wilkinson, CTUIR
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A tank is absmnoned viken use ofthl.lank ceased, waenifrewaidog wasts ws left in )lace, ino wae. was added ne
pwodue( renovad. In such a asa, dsposal tout pkce at (a lime usa ofihe tank cease:. An abandonedl/I-of-senictaunk
is not a mange rlty (Usit).
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U.S. Department of Energy, Richland Field Office
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